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The Parish of Romsey seeks an Assistant Director of Music who will work closely with the Director
of Music as an integral part of the music and ministry teams. We aim to further develop our boysd
and girlséchoirs, producing high quality choral music as part of our worship and mission
development, in the context of our Parish vision i Living, Loving, Serving.

We see the gift of choral music as an integral part of our worship and shared mission and we seek
someone with the musical gifts to accompany the Abbey choirs to a high standard while being
supportive of the wider needs of a Major Parish Church. This could involve supporting the wider
musical life of the Abbey and the music at our weekly All Age service, Abbey Vine.

This is an exciting time to join the Abbey community as life gets back to normal following the
impact of the COVID pandemic. You will have the opportunity to use your musical skills and
energies to support the growth of our choir community, working as part of a team and contributing
to our emerging vision for the future.

THE ABBEY

Romsey Abbey offers exciting musical opportunities and hosts a wide variety of concerts, artistic
and cultural events as well as receiving 40,000 visitors and tourists who come each year. The
town of Romsey is a very active community where music plays a significant role and there is
considerable overlap between the Abbey and the numerous choirs, orchestras, schools and
musical activities.

Romsey Abbey, from the North Churchyard

The Abbey is one of the finest examples of Norman architecture in Europe. It is the largest parish
church in Hampshire, a member of the Major Churches Network, and is set in the centre of the
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growing market town. Apart from our small daughter church of St Swithun, on the edge of the
town, the Abbey is the only Church of England church in Romsey which is seen as an important
centre for the community.

ROMSEY ABBEY CHOIRS

BOYS AND G| RLGH®IRS

We have distinct Boys and Girls choirs who join our ATB section for choral services on rotation.

The Gi rchaér & currently run as separate Junior and Senior girls choirs. We also have a small
number of fAYoung Gent | e men 0 Bayhchoir.Harmajor servieed sueht e d
as the Advent Sequence and Easter Day all choirs normally combine.
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For children too young to join the main choir, 6 Qu a v e r swieeklgia thé Church Rooms. This
aims to recruit children for the junior choirs as they get older.

We currently have around 40 children in the choirs but continue to actively recruit as choristers
continually move on.

We highly value our ability to offer equal opportunity for both girl and boy choristers and this is
something we wish to develop further in future.

A system of rewards and recognitions with medals and promotions exists to encourage choristers
as they progress.

Choral scholarships have previously been set up in partnership between the Abbey and external
organisations giving incentives, sponsorship and opportunities for choristers as well as helping
with recruitment. These are in the process of being re-established.

ALTOS, TENORS AND BASSES
We have a strong pool of regular and committed ATB singers supplemented by a number of other
capable singers who join the choir when able to do so or when invited.

CHOIR TOURS AND FORAM (FRIENDS OF ROMSEY ABBEY MUSIC)

A much-valued experience for members of Abbey choirs has been the opportunity to go on tour

and sing in cathedrals and other places of worship. This has been in abeyance in recent years, but

in the past, choir tours have included trips to Durham and Truro cathedrals and a senior girl choir
tour to Rouen, France. The Abbey has also developed a relationship with St Peter6 s Chiur ¢ h
Mulheim-an-der Ruhr, Germany, who visited in summer 2018 and the opportunity for an exchange
visit is awaited. The choir are currently booked to sing Choral Evensong at Southwark Cathedral in
January 2022.

FORAM was established to support the work of the Abbey choirs through fundraising and social
activities for choir members and parents. Previous activities have included trips to the pantomime,
an Epiphany supper and very successful screenings of the Snowman with live orchestra and
different choristers singing the solo.

CONSORT

The Abbey Consort was set up as a congregational choir open to all with a view to singing at
Abbey services during school holidays. This operated successfully for about three years. This is
not currently running, due to the impact of the COVID pandemic and other demands on the
Director of Musicbds ti me.

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP GROUP
While choral liturgical worship remains central and core to the life of Romsey Abbey, we also have
a growing congregation meeting weekly at Abbey Vine. Music is provided by a small pool of
musicians and currently is a blend of contemporary and traditional. There is scope to develop the
music at Abbey Vine further in a way that complements the musical life of the Abbey choirs and
the new and growing congregation.
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WHAT ROMSEY ABBEY CAN OFF ER YOU

OUR ORGAN

We are very fortunate to be accompanied in our worship by a remarkable organ built by J.W.
Walker and Sons in 1858 and Grade II* listed by the British Institute of Organ Studies. Major
restoration work was carried out in 1995-96, restoring the old mechanical actions and overhauling
much of the pipe work to its former glory. 1998 saw the construction by Walkers of a completely
new organ in addition to the 1858 original. Its pipe work is located on the South Triforium and can
be played either from a mobile console in the Nave or in conjunction with the main organ from the
console in the Choir.

ORGAN SCHOLARS
There may be opportunities to work with junior and or senior organ scholars.

GRAND PIANOS AND KEYBOARD

The Abbey has use of a decent Bluthner grand piano, used for concerts, rehearsals and certain
services. We also have another Kwai baby grand Piano and an electric keyboard used for
rehearsals.
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