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Romsey Abbey 
Self Led Photo Trail - Adult Guide 

Please use this Adult Guide to support your child with the trail 

Outside Trail 

 How many Corbel 
Cats can you see? 
 
9 clearly visible. 
Some missing. 

 What Battle? 
Waterloo 
 
What date? 
1815 

 Count all the 
windows big and 
small. 
 
There are 11 

 How many roses 
round the door?  - 
11 
 
How many are 
missing? - 4  
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 We do not know 
who they are. 
They are images 
of how the nuns 
might have 
looked. 

 Outside the South 
Door are the faces 
of two nuns. 
 
They are modern 
carvings 

 Can you find this 
memorial tomb. 
 
The name is ????? 

 In the flint wall 
next to the South 
Door. 
It is a Saxon re-
used stone-lined 
cupboard. 

 A Corbel supports 
the stonework 
above. They are 
often decorated 
with faces of the 
builder. (mason) 

 A Saxon Rood 
Rood means Jesus 
on the Cross. 
The Hand of God 
is above ready to 
welcome Jesus. 

 Can you find the 
Two Headed 
Corbel 

 The Cupboard had 
oil lamps or 
candles burning 
inside. The Nuns 
walked passed on 
way to the Abbey. 

 The three holes 
above the 
cupboard allow 
the smoke to 
escape. 

 This is the Nun’s 
Door to the 
Abbey. It led from 
the Cloister and 
the rooms where 
the Nuns lived. 
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Space for your own drawing of the outside 
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 This font, given in 
memory of a son 
who was killed in 
WWI. 
Dated 1912 

 Lord Palmerston 
Memorials 
including huge 
West Window 
1867.  Also a statue 
in town. 

 Alice Taylor - died 
from Scarlet Fever 
aged 2. Father 
was a doctor but 
could not save 
her. 1843 

 Titanic Memorials 
to Bob Ward. He 
was meant to get 
married but was 
persuaded to go 
on maiden voyage 

 Carved head in St 
Lawrence chapel. 
Believed to be 
Henry III  

 Sir William Petty. 
When aged 8 he left 
home. Broke his leg 
onboard ship to 
France. Got an 
education in France 
and became famous.  

 Hair found in lead 
lined coffin, 
otherwise empty. 
Dates back to 895
-1123 AD mid 
Saxon period. 

 Font in north aisle. 
The original place 
for the church font 
for Romsey people. 
This one dates from 
1850, not original. 

 Pulpit, a place 
where someone 
explains or brings 
up to date, the 
Bible readings. 

 Reredos - 1525-
30. Originally 
placed behind the 
high altar. St 
Sebastian - 10 
arrows. 

Inside Trail 
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 Saxon 
Foundations of 
earlier Abbey 
from 907AD—
known as 10th 
Century 

 St George and the 
Dragon. There is a 
WWI tank in the 
bottom left. 

 Find this font - 
that makes 3. 
 
Given by the Vicar  
Rev Gerard Noel 
in 1843. 

 St Mary is one of 
our Patron saints.  
 
Window of St 
Mary, mother of 
Jesus. 

 St Benedict - the 
Nuns here were 
Benedictine Nuns, 
following the Rule 
of St Benedict. 

 Candle or Votive 
Stand - where 
people light a 
candle and offer / 
write a prayer. 

 Sculpture of St 
George and the 
Dragon. 

 This lady is called 
Maud Ashley.  
Died 1911 from 
Tuberculosis. The 
family lived at 
Broadlands. 

 St Ethelflaeda - 
other Patron 
saint. Coffin lid of 
an Abbess - head 
Nun. Spot hand 
holding staff. 

 Saxon Rood - 
Jesus on the 
cross. Originally 
was covered in 
Gold and precious 
stones. 
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 St Nicholas, 
patron Saint of 
Children and 
Sailors. (Origins of 
Father Christmas) 

 Unknown Effigy 
13C. No name and 
no Staff means she 
was not Royalty nor 
an Abbess. A 
wealthy person. 

 This Mum and 
Dad had 4 
children.  
The one without a 
flower died in 
childhood. 

 The Abbess’s or 
Nun’s Doorway 
into the Abbey. 
There are 2 Jesus 
+ 2 Angels + 13 
figures = 17 

 A diptych is a picture in two parts. 
 
This shows St Ethelflaeda reading the psalms. A gust of 
wind blew the candle out and miraculously her hands 
started to glow. The light from her hands meant she could 
keep on reading the book. 

 Lectern. Where 
the Bible is read 
from in services. 
Eagle, sign for St 
John. Eagle as 
God’s messenger. 

 The Clergy & Choir 
Stalls were added in 
1889 by the Vicar Rev  
Berthon. Counting 
both sides there are 

3+3+12+12+2=32 

 The builders were 
called masons. 
Some left a mark 
but Robert signed 
his name. Bob the 
Builder built this. 

 Henry VIII sold 
the Abbey in 1544 
to Romsey for 
£100. (Over £4 
million today.) 
This is the receipt. 
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 The Mountbatten 
Pew. The family live 
at Broadlands. Lord 
Mountbatten’s 
tomb is in St 
Nicholas’ Chapel. 

 The High Altar has  
6 candles on it. 4 
above on the 
screen and 2 by  
the side. 
Total 12. 

Space for your drawing of the Crossing Ceiling 

 The Walker Organ 
1858 has 3 
keyboards + 
pedals. 2,264 
pipes the biggest 
are 10m long. 

 The 4 Guardians 
who bought the 
Abbey for the 
town from Henry 
VIII. Knyght, Ham, 
Salt and Cooke. 

The Jacobean ceiling dates 

from 1624 when the bells 

were hung inside the church. 

The floor above is where the bell 

ringers stand. Originally it was below 

 Mary the mother 
of Jesus is one of 
our Patron saints. 
Here she is 
presenting Jesus 
to us. 
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Space for your own drawing of the inside 


